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Depicted is the doughty attorney and statesman, Tinmouth's Nathaniel Chip
man. If he glares like an outraged bull, it is only because a Chief Justice of the 
Vermont Supreme Court and a United States Senator does not suffer fools gladly . 

The artist is the perspicacious delineator of current Vermont life, Jeff Dan
ziger, who also drew Joseph Bowker and Theophilus Herrington. 



The Earliest Days of Rutland County 


The first County Surveyor was Samuel Beach, Jr., appointed Apri116, 1781. 
The first Judge of Probate for Rutland County was Joseph Bowker of Rutland, 

appointed February 21, 1781. (see Quarterly, Volume VII. No.2). Initially, 
Rutland County had but one Judge of Probate, the Fair Haven District not being 
authorized until 1788. The Probate Court was not staffed with a Register until 
1790. 

Although Jonathan Brace was the first County Clerk, he served only three 
months, after which he returned to Connecticut. Obadiah Noble succeeded him. 

The first County Court consisted of Increase Mosely of Clarendon as Chief 
Judge, Joseph Bowker of Rutland, Thomas Porter of Tinmouth and Benjamin 
Whipple of Rutland. Assistant Judges. In 1786 the number of assistant judges was 
reduced to the present num ber, two. 

The first sheriff of the County was Abraham Ives of Wallingford. who served un
til1785, when he resigned his post and left the state beca use of irregularities in his 
sales ofproperties. 

.4_- ""'. 

In Smith and Rann's History of Rutland County over nine hundred pages are 
devoted to the first hundred years of the county. In these short eight pages only 
those early days of 1781 will be touched on in commemoration of the two hun
dredth anniversary of the organization of Rutland County. 

It might be well to make clear that county government in Vermont, unlike coun
ty government in other states, is restricted by the Constitution of the state to the 
sole function of the administration of justice. Vermont counties may not be involv
ed in the construction and maintenance of highways. airports, parks. sewage 
treatment plants and welfare systems. These functions had originally been plac
ed in the hands of the individual towns and, lately, have been taken over by either 
the state or regional commissions. 

At the start of the year 1781, the people living between the Connecticut River 
and Lake Champlain, in the area which is now recognized as the State of Ver
mont. were frustrated, uneasy and angry. After over twenty years of squabbling 
between the States of New Hampshire and New York, the bone of contention 
Vermont - was still being fought over. This prolonged dispute effectively 
prevented the admission of Vermont into the Confederation as the fourteenth 
state. After fighting bravely against the enemy during the early years of the war 
of independence, Vermont was neglected and left to defend itself against the 
British, who were just beyond the northern border in Quebec and who could swoop 
up Lake Champlain as countless bands of Indians, French and English had done 
for over two centuries. Governor Thomas Chittenden, his trusted Council and 
legislative body, the House of Representatives, were forced to resort to bluffing, 
scheming and diplomacy in order to achieve the three-fold goal of statehood, 
security and integrity of its territory. 

It was during this period of foment that Rutland County was born. On February 
13, 1781, Rutland County was organized, with jurisdiction over all land claimed by 
Vermont west of the Green Mountains except for Bennington County, which re
tained all towns south of its present north line. There was an ulterior motive for 
this organization at this time, for, on the next day, the 14th of February, the 
Governor, Council and House, meeting as a com mittee of the whole, heard and ac
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cepted a report of Joseph Bowker, chairman of a committee to report on Ver
mont's claim of jurisdiction over certain New York towns. The report in part: 

1. The government of New York have for more than 
sixteen years last past made use of every art and cunning 
in their power to usurp the rights and properties of the 
people of this state.... 

2.... the unfortunate situation of this state ... having 
an extensive frontier of one hundred miles in length to de
fend against the British invasion ... 

3.... the State of New York evacuated their fort at 
Skeenesborough (Whitehall) which necessitated the peo
ple (of that area) to petition this state for protection ... 

Therefor your committee do recommend that the 
Legislature of this State do lay a jurisdictional claim to 
all the land situate north of the north line of the state of 
Massachusetts and extending the same to the Hudson's 
River the east of the center of the deepest channel of said 
River to the head thereof, from thence east of a north line 
extended to Latitude 45 (Canadian border) and south of 
said line, including all the lands and waters to the place 
where this State now exercises jurisdiction - and not to 
exercise jurisdiction for the time being. 

Joseph Bowker, Chairman 

Meanwhile, since early in 1780, General Frederick Haldimand, the British com
mandant in Canada, had been negotiating with Vermont in an effort to entice it in
to an alliance with the Crown. Governor Chittenden and his closest advisors, Ira 
Allen among them, informed the American Congress of these overtures, hopeful 
that Congress could be persuaded to act favorably on Vermont's claims for 
statehood, integrity of territory and protection. 

In April of 1781, the combined Governor-Council-House considered the petitions 
of several of the New York towns to submit to the jurisdiction of Vermont. A com
mittee was appointed to meet with a Convention of these New York towns on the 
9th of May in Cambridge, New York. The committee reported to the Vermont 
House of Representatives, and it was agreed to accept the delegates from New 
York, with those towns in Albany County being annexed to Bennington County and 
those in Charlotte (now Washington) County being assigned to Rutland County. 
Those Rutland County towns were: 

Town Moderator Delegate to General 
Assembly 

South Granville 1 Capt. David Blakesley Joseph Craw 2 
North Granville 
Skeenesborough 
East-Borough 5 
Kingsbury 

Capt. John Grover 
James Burroughs 
Lemuel Hyde 
Gilbert Harris 

Capt. Asaph Cook 3 
Aaron Fuller 4 
Col. Gideon Warren 
Not known 

1. South Granville was, in later years, to be the home of two distinguished Ver
monters: the Reverend Lemuel Haynes and, presently, Haynes scholar and one
time Rutland County senator, attorney Paul Douglass. 

2. Craw represented South Granville in the General Assembly held in 
Charlestown in October, 1781, one of the towns of the so-called Eastern ilnion. 

3. Benjamin Baker replaced Captain Cook as representative in Charlestown. 
4. Major Silas Child served at Charlestown in place of Fuller. 
5. The name of this town was changed in June of 1781 to Greenfield, now the 

town of Hampton. 
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In addition to bluffing and scheming, Vermont's government bombarded the 
Federal Congress with petitions and demands. Walton's Governor and Council 
(Volume II, pp. 296-395) shows that Congress listened to and debated Vermont's 
causes - and the counter claims of New York and New Hampshire - so as to 
make one wonder how the governing body of the new Confederation could possibly 
find time to attend to the prosecution of the war against the common enemy. Even 
the chief executive, George Washington himself, was involved in correspondence 
with Governor Chittenden. By August it was clear to Vermont that Congress 
would not consider favorably Vermont's admission to statehood unless Vermont 
relinquished jurisdiction over lands east of the Connecticut River and west of the 
New Hampshire Grants. By February 22nd of 1182, Joseph Bowker, chairman of a 
committee, reported that those people in the Eastern and Western Union who had 
been active in Vermont affairs should be protected against reprisal or retaliation 
by New York and New Hampshire. This report was accepted only as it related to 
the Western Union. So ended the expansion of Rutland County into New York 
State. It would not be until 1791 that New York relinquished its claims to Vermont 
and accepted a token cash settlement in return. 

,<1/11 __".... 

Tinmouth As Shire Town 
Today one may wonder why Tinmouth was selected as the seat of the new coun

ty of Rutland. Two hundred years ago, however, this choice was not only logical 
but politically sound. Tinmouth was centrally located and was protected by forts 
in Castleton, Rutland and Pittsford. It lay astride the only road from Bennington 
north amid the hills of the Taconic Range. Its population compared favorably to 
that of other claimants to the honor. Physically, it was much larger then, for a 
strip one mile wide was sliced off its eastern boundary and added to Wallingford 
in 1793. Another part in the west was added to portions from Wells, Poultney and 
Ira in 1794 to form Middletown. 

Most importantly, Tinmouth was the home of many competent settlers: the 
Chipman brothers, Nathaniel and Darius; Cephas Smith, Sr., father of two promi
nent lawyers; Jonathan Brace and Obediah Noble, the first two county clerks; 
John Burnham, one of the first lawyers of the state; Jonathan Bell, second sheriff 
of the county (and the first honest one) was elected in 1785 and served for 17 years. 

The first County Court sat in Tinmouth on the 24th of April, 1781, with Jonathan 
Brace as Clerk and Nathaniel Chipman as State's Attorney. Even after 1784, when 
Rutland became the county seat, court was held under the most primitive condi
tions. PUblished secondary sources state that the inn of Solomon Bingham housed 
the court; one room serving as a bar-room and the other room as the family living 
quarters. According to reports in Smith and Rann, History of Rutland County, 
when the jury retired to reach a verdict, they repaired to a log barn eight or ten 
rods away from the log tavern. The site of these log structures has not been 
located as yet due to conflicting reports (see map). Walter Crockett, in his 
History of Vermont, Volume V, p. 365, says that the court was held "in the inn of 
Solomon Bingham which was located in Tinmouth Flats one mile east of the pre
sent meeting house". Statements in other secondary sources place the courtroom 
about one mile south on land owned in 1869 by Samantha Eddy (see map). 
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RUTLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

101 CENTER STREET, RUTLAND, VERMONT 


(802) 775-2006 

The society publishes the Quarterly for its members with the aim of preserving and studying 
the history of the Rutland community, which is comprised of the Towns of Rutland, Proctor 
and West Rutland and the City of Rutland. The Society maintains and operates a museum at 
lOt Center Street, Rutland, in the former Bank of Rutland building (built in 1825), now owned 
by the City of Rutland and leased to the Society at no charge. 

Membership 

Membership in the Society is open to all upon payment of dues to the 


Membership Secretary-Hope E. Hubbard, 248 Lincoln Avenue, Rutland, VT 05701 


Dues are $3.00 per year for regular members; for those wishing to give the Society further 
support, a contributing membership is $10.00; a business membership is $25.00; a sustaining 
membership is $100.00; and a life membership (one payment only) is $75.00. 

All members receive as part of their membership four issues of the Quarterly. The expiration 
date of each membership is listed on the mailing label of the publication. Members wishing to 
pay two or more years' dues in advance are encouraged to do so to reduce costs. 

Manuscripts are invited; address correspondence to the Editor. 

Gifts or bequests of money or articles of local historical interest are welcome at all times and 
are deductible for income tax purposes. 

Editor: Michael L. Austin 

Managing Editor: Jean C. Ross 


Contributing Editor for this issue: F. P. Elwert 
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